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Outstanding taxonomist of Nearctic 
freshwater sponges.

She also studied how acidification and 
groundwater-lake interactions affect both 
sponges and fish species in prairie lakes 
of Wisconsin. 

She received her PhD from the University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign (1918). She 
taught at the Thornton Junior College, the 
University of Wisconsin, and the Kansas State 
Agricultural College (now Kansas State 
University).

Although Minna was a charter 
member of the Ecological Society of 
America, she never received recognition 
from this society nor any other limnological
community during her lifetime. 

HERSTORY



TAXONOMY OF FRESHWATER SPONGES
For this work, she sampled 1400 specimens
of 10 different species of sponge. 

She described the optimal habitat for each 
species by determining the physical and 
chemical conditions in which each species was 
present.

As a taxonomist of sponges, she:

• Studied of the history of generic names

• Proposed a new taxonomic classification 

• Outlined the typical taxonomic confusions

To date, the majority of recognized species of 
Nearctic freshwater sponges are reported from 
Jewell’s work in Wisconsin. 
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