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THE AMAZON BASIN: A THREATENED BIODIVERSITY HOTSPOT

0§
!

Dams existing (red) and proposed (yellow) in Andean
Amazon river basins. Estimated fish species richness
for each basin is depicted by the fish symbol.

Data: Elisabeth P. Anderson et al. (2018). Frontiers
in Ecology and the Environment.

As an ecosystem, the Amazon is one of
the most biodiverse places on earth.

Beyond roads and agriculture, this
biodiversity is now seriously threatened
by the proliferation of dams.

With a newly reported 671 freshwater
fish species inhabiting the Andean
headwaters of the Amazon (>500 m),
dams threaten previously unrecognized
biodiversity, particularly among endemic
and migratory species.

Amazonian freshwater ecosystems,
along with the Indigenous communities
that depend on them, need to be
acknowledged, understood and
protected before it is too late.
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