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Aquatic ecologist known for her research 
on the use of organisms’ size structure, 
in combination with taxonomical approaches, to 
assess biodiversity and ecosystem processes in 
response to global changes. 

Sandra was one of the coordinators of the 
development of bioindicators of the European 
Water Framework Directive. 

Among other responsibilities, she is Lead Author of 
IPBES Regional Assessment of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services for Europe and Central Asia. 

On the day of choosing her future 
career, she left home telling her parents that 
she would choose Arts, and came back 
having enrolled in Sciences… Only because 
she is passionate for biology!
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IMPORTANCE OF BODY SIZE IN FRESHWATER FOOD WEBS

The size spectrum is a common graphical and statistical method to describe 
the relationship between body size and abundance.
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Under disturbance, the parameters
of the size spectrum (i.e., slope, 
intercept, linearity) change. 

Impacts in the size spectrum 
can be caused by: 

• Natural effects: extinctions and 
arrival of new species

• Human induced perturbations: 
global warming, fishing, changes
in land use. 
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